Under 13s Report

March 22nd 2008

Gloucester Cup Semi Final
Longlevens 10 Cleve 17

This was the tie, which was going to test the boys to see how far they have come this season. On a glorious day on a very dry and hard pitch it was going to be a day for expansive rugby rather than a forward dominated game. With previous results it was not hard to see this fixture was going to be a very hard fought contest. The initial stages of the game proved this with no one team putting the stamp on the game. The deadlock was finally broken after a scrum and Lonlevens sprayed it along the line and unfortunate miss interception by Cleve allowed Longlevens the space to score the first try nearly under the posts. This was duly converted making the score 7-0. In recent weeks Cleve had been guilty of poor rucking although a marked improvement in the initial exchanges there was still some deficiencies. It lead to Jed Bullen being tramples on by the Longlevens pack. Jed had to leave the pitch with a dead leg and the Cleve forwards were given a stern ticking off by Steve Dando. After that the rucking had a marked improvement. The remainder of the half was spent mainly in the Longlevens 22 however Cleve could not find a way through the well-drilled Longlevens defence. The half became to a premature end with the injury to Kieran Campbell with the score at 7-0.

The second half got under way and Longlevens started the better eventually leading to them winning a penalty on Cleve’s 22 which was duly converted moving the score to 10-0. Longlevens were having a purple patch now and were pressing again in Cleve’s 22. Cleve’s magnificent team spirit started to show through with some magnificent defending. This seemed to put a new confidence within the Cleve side and is not long before Cleve were forcing their way up the pitch. Some good moves along the backs lead to some penetrating runs by the speedy James Floyd, Cleve were coming more and more into the game and some excellent kicking from Joe Muxworthy were putting the Longlevens backs under immense pressure. One kick across field gainly chased up by both James Floyd and James Robinson put them under great pressure. James Floyd regained the ball and excellent support from Wes Long led to Cleve regaining possession. A tackle on Wes Long nearly led to Longlevens regaining possession and a potential dangerous position, however a fine piece of clearing out by James Robinson lead to Cleve maintaining the ball. The possession was held and eventually leads to James Floyd finding space and scoring in the far corner. An excellent kick from Joe Muxworthy from nearly out on the touchline making the score 10-7. Cleve were in the ascendancy from now and it looked if there was only going to be one winner. Cleve forced their way back into Longlevens 22 and an infringement led to a penalty for Cleve and the impressive Joe Muxworthy converted to tie the score at 10-10.  The characters of the side were really starting to show through with big Max Evans, McCauley Parsons who had to leave the field three times with a blood injury showing his true grit and commitment to the team, and Captain Wesley Long really started to shine. They were moving the ball well and making penetrating runs that was really tiring Longlevens. Cleve got into the 22 and some excellent rucking and some fine work by Wesley Long led to our captain fantastic crossing the line for a try just two yards in from touch. Joe Muxworthy capped a fine performance by putting the conversion over between the posts making it 10-17.Longflevens only had one option to come at Cleve but some fine defending by Cleve kept them at bay. A series of penalties were conceded by Cleve until eventually the last play was called by referee for a scrum to Longleevens, they threatened the try line until they were penalised for holding on and again Joe Muxworthy found touch with the kick to end the game and a memorable victory for Cleve.

It was testament to the team spirit with Jack Stephens and Harry Bishop both missing due school trips. Jack left his mark with a stirring letter to his teammates that Steve Dando read to them before the game I have placed this letter on the news page. A special mention must go to Callum Bird although not selected turned up to cheer his team mates along. This was truly a magnificent performance that not one member of the team did not play their part. Full Back Ryan Watts made some excellent catches with one in particular was worthy of any professional. Richard Lane made some great penetrating runs. The pocket rocket Jason Bennett was superb defying his size against a far bigger opposition. Zinny Norman and Liam Davis chased all day, Tyler Lewis was always looking to recycle the ball.

Steve Dando was obviously extremely pleased and has to take a great deal of credit for this memorable victory working tirelessly over the past few weeks to improve the teams rucking that bore fruits in this game. The Under 13s would also like to congratulate the under 14s and 16s in both reaching the Final of the Gloucester Cup making it an even more memorable day for Cleve RFC. Well done lads it is a proud day for you and the club lets cap an excellent season by lifting the Cup.

Cleve Team. 15 Ryan Watts, 14 James Robinson, 13 James Floyd, 12 Richard Lane, 11, Jason Bennett, 10 Joe Muxworthy, 9 Jed Bullen, 8 Wesley Long (Capt) 7 Zinny Norman, 6 Kieran Campbell, 5 Max Evans, 4 McCauley Parsons, 3 Liam Davis, 2 Luke Moorhead, 1 Tyler Lewis.

Replacements. Harley Dando, Cameron Lypiatt, Sam Williams, Fabian Clarke, Adam King, 

Full Gallery on www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s 

